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Upcoming Events September 2009  
 

9/7- Closed for Labor Day  
9/8 New Infants start transitioning 
into Berkley  

9/11-Closed for PDD  
9/26 FIP Fall Family Picnic 

 

Other articles in this issue 

For the Love of Teaching. (Pg. 2) 

Watching. (Pg. 2) 

Berkley Alum and budding activist gets 

pedestrian cross walk sign posted at 

Berkley. (Pg. 2 & 3) 

UMKC Conservatory offers piano 

lessons for 4 and 5 year olds. (Pg. 4) 

 

One way you can connect with your child’s classroom and the 

Berkley community is volunteering to be a room representative. 
Classroom representatives (Room Reps) are an important point of contact 

for the individual classroom and for the Family Involvement Program (the 

parent organization of Berkley).  The main duties of the Room Reps are to 

coordinate family involvement in the classroom and to serve as a point of 

contact for communication regarding Family Involvement Program 

events. The role does not require an abundance of time.  Coordinating 

family involvement within the classroom can be as simple as coordinating 

birthday, holiday and teacher appreciation gifts/breakfasts for the classroom 

teachers, to as involved as assisting the teacher in setting up welcome/get to 

know you breakfasts, assisting other classroom parents in setting up 

activities, or setting up parent get togethers within or outside the classroom.  

The Room Rep position can be held by one parent or by multiple parents 

within each classroom. Please consider filling this important function within 

your child's classroom.  If you have any questions about the duties of a 

Room Rep, contact Kristie Richardson, the Family Involvement Program 

Room Rep Coordinator.  Kristie's email address is 

krichardson@polsinelli.com"  

 

    We hope everyone can attend the FIP Family picnic on September 26
th  

 

at Meadowlake Park in Prairie Village. You will receive more detailed 

information over the next several weeks but be sure to mark your calendars 

now. The picnic will be held from 10:30-1:30 with a visit from the fire 

department including a fire truck from 11:30-12:30.  The children love to 

see fire trucks.  The picnic is a wonderful time to visit with old friends as 

well as meet all of our new families.   

 

   Did you see our new patio!  We completed a major project on our 

playground in August by having a patio installed around our deck.  With 

funds from a playground grant we added our willow furniture, cedar 

benches, balance beam and patio this summer. Our next project is a new 

sand area for the preschool children.  Our playground is really turning into a 

beautiful outdoor classroom.  We also would like to add some wind chimes 

under the canopy on the deck.  If you have some you would like to donate 

we would be grateful.   

 

 
Yours for Children, 

Polly 

                               

A Note from Polly: 

 

   Just as fast as summer started itôs over.  

Everyone is busy transitioning to their new 

classrooms and our 2009-2010 infants will 

start transitioning into Berkley throughout the 

month of September.   

 

    With the start of the school year please 

remember how valuable you are to our 

program.  At Berkley we strive to create a 

sense of connection with our families, 

children, and staff.  We view Berkley as a  

place where we will grow and develop 

together.  Our goal is to nurture an 

environment of respect and trust, where 

children and adults experience a sense of 

connection and new possibilities. Building 

an equal relationship between the family, 

child, and teacher is a cornerstone of our 

philosophy.  
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For Love of Teaching: 
our work with practicum students 

By Kathleen Cross 
 
One aspect of teaching at Berkley I 

really enjoy is the chance to influence 
upcoming teachers. In our work with UMKC 
and Park University students, we are able to 
pass on knowledge and our particular view of 
children as competent individuals who are to 
be respected as we work with them. Earlier 
this summer, the teachers of the Infant-
Toddler department had the opportunity to 
serve and mentor eighteen students.  

 
These students came to us with 

various backgrounds and pursuing various 
goals. Some have worked with children for 
years, while others had no previous 
experience working with a group of such 
young children. Some are pursuing teacher 
certification; others, hoping to move into 
administration. 

 
Throughout the semester, the 

students observed our interactions with 
children, asked us questions, and reflected in 
journals on various aspects of work with 
children such as: curriculum planning, 
discipline, Berkleyõs image of the child, using 
the Art Studio to extend classroom learning, 
and sharing difficult topics with families. 

 
As my time with my students drew to 

a close, I wondered what the students thought 
of their experience. Dana Ballentine, Park 
instructor and a former Berkley teacher who 
helped start our Art Studio, asked the 
students In what ways does the practicum at 
Berkley help in your journey to become a 
professional? Following are some of their 
thoughts. 
 
òThis practicum gave me an opportunity to 
interact with families and to connect with them on 
a personal level.ó 
 
òThis practicum gave me the opportunity to learn 
about the Ounce Scale System of assessment and 
the philosophy behind the Reggio Emilia 
approach.ó 
 
òThe practicum gave me the opportunity to observe 
and learn how infants/toddlers learn through 
their senses and how we as educators can provide 
scaffolding opportunities.ó  
 

 

 
òThe experience at Berkley has allowed me the opportunity to observe and 
develop greater knowledge on developmentally appropriate practice for infants 
and toddlers in action. I was also able to gain knowledge in how teaching 
partnerships develop and benefit all involved.ó 
 
 A student even asked Dana whether Park could shorten one of 
 the other practicum experiences to eight weeks and expand the one at 
Berkley to a full semester, rather than a shortened summer semester.  
One student enjoyed the experience so much, she asked Polly how to 
become a volunteer at Berkley and plans to spend more time with us.  
_______________________________________________________ 

      

                                     Watching 

     By Becky West, Classroom Instructional Specialist 

 

 She stands a few feet from the entrance to the tunnel, its opening  

only a few inches shorter than she is tall.  Her classmates squeal as they  

enter its gaping mouth and the echoes of their laughter drift back to her  

as they scuttle through on hands and knees.  She watches, leaning forward 

 to peer into the tunnel to see her friends for as long as possible.  Giggling, 

 another classroomôs teacher tucks down, murmurs ñCome with us!ò 

 and crawls inside.  Once again she edges forward, leans over, and shakes  

her head as she scoots back.   

 

 Her own teacher sits down beside her, speaking softly until her arm 

 is tugged by a small boy eager to crawl through the tunnel with his teacher.  

 Gently, the teacher pats the hesitant childôs arm and points to the opposite 

 end of the tunnel. ñWeôll be over there!ò the teacher says as she crawls into 

 the tunnel.   

 

 One last time, she approaches the tunnelôs opening, props a hand 

 on the top and leans in, quickly pulling back.  Then she smiles, squeals 

 in excitement like her friends, and running her hand along the tunnelôs  

side, dashes along the outside edge, keeping pace with her teacher and 

 her classmate until they emerge. All three join in joyous laughter at  

an adventure completed.   

 

 It is only one of many risks she will take, many problems she will 

 solve, and many relationships she will form as she journeys through  

childhood.  A caring teacher watched, realized that it was too great a 

 journey to undertake in one leap, and opened the door to other options.  

The little one watched, found a solution, took a risk, and celebrated 

 her success in the company of a caring community.   

And I watchedé privileged to be a part of the journey. 

 

 

Budding Berkley Activist 

Submitted by Polly Prendergast on behalf of Sloane Knell 

 

Sloane Knell, a recent graduate from Berkley, demonstrated her 

community activist skills by writing a letter to me regarding posting a 

pedestrian cross walk sign in the Berkley driveway.  I submitted the letter 

to our facilities department and as of Monday we now have a pedestrian 

crosswalk sign posted at Berkley!  The letter written to me is on the next 

page.   Reading this letter is a great way to start off the school year! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROGRAMS 
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/early
_childhood.aspx 
 

KINDERMUSIK WITH JOY  (AGES NEWBORN ï 7 
YEARS)           Call or go online  for class times.  

http ://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/
kindermusik.aspx  
Kindermusik is the community of families and teachers 
passionately committed to bringing music to childrenôs 
lives through developmentally appropriate curricula, 
CDs, books, instruments, and activities for our classes 
and for family time at home.  Classes are available for 
ages newborn ï 1½ ,1½ ï 3 years, 3½ ï 4, and 5 ï 7.  
Kindermusik with Joy has recently been awarded the 
Kindermusik Maestro Award, an honor that recognizes 
the program as one of the top 1% of Kindermusik 
programs in the world.   
 

CREATIVE MOVEMENT (AGES 3 ï 7)                                                    
Saturdays, 11:15 and 12:15  
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/
dance.aspx  
In this introductory dance class, students will begin to 
understand the basics of ballet and start to develop their 
own movement vocabularies.  Children will also learn 
simple rhythms, stretching and lengthening muscles, and 
performing sequences of movement that combine 
elements of space and time.   
 

KIDS CLUB (AGES 3 ï 8)                                                        
Saturday mornings (4 events per year)  
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/
kidsclub.aspx  
Ideal for ages 3 ï 8, each Kids Club event features 
activities that encourage your child in music and dance.  
Kids Club is the perfect way to introduce your child to a 
lifetime of enjoyment and appreciation of the performing 
arts.  Join us for the 2009 ï 2010 season as we Whistle 
and Roar  with animal-themed concerts. 
 

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS (AGES 3 AND UP)                                         
Call for an appointment . 
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/
appliedlessons.aspx  
Private lessons are a wonderful way to introduce your 
child to a lifelong love of music.  Violin and piano lessons 
are available for ages 3 and up; lessons in other 
instruments are available for older children. 
 

SUZUKI PIANO AND VIO LIN (AGES 3 AND UP)          
Group violin classes held S aturday mornings . 

http://suzukiassociation.org/  
More than forty years ago, [Shinichi] Suzuki realized the 

implications of the fact that children the world over learn 
to speak their native language with ease.  He began to 
apply the basic principles of language acquisition to the 
learning of music, and called his method the mother-
tongue approach.  The ideas of parent responsibility, 
loving encouragement, constant repetition, etc., are 
some of the special features of the Suzuki approach.  
Suzuki instruction is available in piano and violin.   
 

PIANO-READY CLASS (AGES 4  ï 5)                                                               
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.  
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/
music_classes.aspx  

Piano-Ready Class serves as a transition from 
early childhood programs such as Kindermusik to a 
one-on-one setting in private piano lessons.  The 
class is designed to provide the basic foundations 
of piano playing, music theory, and ear training in a 
friendly group environment to help students ease 
into private piano lessons.  Parental participation is 
recommended.   
 

ROO SINGERS (AGES 5 ï 8)                                                                                              
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.  
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy/r
oosingers.aspx  
Open to all singers ages 5 ï 8, no audition is necessary 
for this introductory group singing experience.  Roo 
Singers provides a foundation that is a wonderful 
preparation for the Kansas City Childrenôs Chorus or 
other music instruction.  Roo Singers performs once per 
semester. 
 

 

 

  

Zoo friends enjoying the last days of 

summer 


